
Asimina Syriou reports from the inaugural United Nations
World Geospatial Information Congress (UNWGIC) held in
Deqing County, China

theMinistry of Natural Resources of China.
The purpose of the conferencewas to provide

a participatory and inclusive environment to
enhance the communication, understanding,
knowledge, and application of geospatial
informationmanagement to address local,
regional and global challenges. This event
brought together high-level stakeholders to
address and ensure that geospatial information
is fully utilised in the service of social,
economic and environmental development.

The thematic streamsmainly focused
on strengthening the national geospatial
informationmanagement and systems, and
the national implementation of the ‘2030

‘The Geospatial way
to a better World’

Agenda for Sustainable Development.’ The event
included exhibitions, workshops, side events, and
meetings, including the 7th PlenaryMeeting of
the Regional Committee of the United Nations
Global Geospatial InformationManagement for
Asia and the Pacific (UN-GGIM-AP), as well as the
annual UN-GGIM Expanded Bureaumeeting.

Some interesting keynotes
Vanessa Lawrence, Non-Executive Director at
the Satellite Applications Catapult, chaired the
ministerial dialogue ‘Towards aMore Sustainable
World.’ The aim of the dialoguewas to connect
geospatial information to national development
leadership. Invitedministers from all corners
of theworld discussed the policy relevance,
challenges, and role of geospatial technology and
innovation in providing national implementations
formeasuring andmonitoring the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and ensuring
economic development and social prosperity.

Jack Dangermond, Founder and President
of Esri, gave an insightful talk on the Science
of ‘Where,’ explaining howGeographical
Information Systems (GIS) are rapidly
advancing, integrating and leveragingmany
innovations. He stressed the importance of

In November 2018, the Satellite Applications
Catapult participated in the United NationsWorld
Geospatial Information Congress (UNWGIC).
Numerous geospatial professionals from
governments, non-governmental organizations,
academic and research institutions came
together over three days to advance the potential
and usefulness of geospatial information
for sustainable development and towards a
better world that leaves no one behind.

The event was organised by the United
Nations (UN) and the UNCommittee of
Experts on Global Geospatial Information
Management (UN-GGIM) andwas hosted
by the Government of Zhejiang Province and

is an Earth Observation Specialist within the Geospatial Intelligence
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The event attracted
more than 2,000

participants from all
continents
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preparing for and responding to disasters, with
a strong focus on smart city development,
smart utilities and telecommunications,
location intelligence, demographics and
public health, public safety and security.

Simonetta Di Pippo, Director of UNOffice
for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA), talked about
how to promote international cooperation in the
peaceful uses of outer space to achieve SDGs.
UNOOSA, as the only UN entity dedicated to
ssppaaccee aaffffaaiirrss,, wwoorrkkss wwiitthh aa rraannggee ooff ppaarrttnneerrsshhiippss
aaccrroossss tthhee ssppaaccee sseeccttoorr:: nnaattiioonnaall ggoovveerrnnmmeennttss,,
nnaattiioonnaall aanndd rreeggiioonnaall ssppaaccee aaggeenncciieess,, pprriivvaattee
eennttiittiieess,, cciivviill ssoocciieettyy aanndd ootthheerr UUNN eennttiittiieess..

OOuurr ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn iinn sseessssiioonnss
TThhee pplleennaarryy ‘‘BBuuiillddiinngg SSmmaarrtt SSoocciieettiieess’’ hhoosstteedd
tthhee SSaatteelllliittee AApppplliiccaattiioonnss CCaattaappuulltt sseessssiioonnwwiitthh
iittss ttiittllee ‘‘IInnnnoovvaattiivvee tteecchhnniiqquueess ffoorr bbiigg EEaarrtthh
OObbsseerrvvaattiioonn ((EEOO)) ddaattaa aannaallyyssiiss..’’ MMooddeerraatteedd bbyy
SStteevveenn RRaammaaggee,, HHeeaadd ooff EExxtteerrnnaall RReellaattiioonnss aatt tthhee
GGrroouupp oonn EEaarrtthh OObbsseerrvvaattiioonn ((GGEEOO)),, tthhee sseessssiioonn
wwaass ooff iinntteerreesstt ttoo rreesseeaarrcchheerrss aanndd pprraaccttiittiioonneerrss
wwoorrkkiinngg aatt tthhee ffrroonnttiieerr ooff EEOO ddaattaa aannaallyyssiiss aanndd
wwhhoosseemmiissssiioonn iiss ttoo eexxpplloorree tthhee ffuullll ddeepptthh ooff
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big EO datamade openly available by the GEO
community. The session demonstrated new
approaches to the analysis of big EO data that
have been enabled by recent developments
in information technology includingmachine
learning (ML), artificial intelligence (AI), and
cloud computing. I presented on EO and AI,
giving an overview of the relevant activities we
undertake at the Satellite Applications Catapult.

Another session of interest was ‘Disasters
wwiillll hhaappppeenn:: HHooww ccaannwwee bbee bbeetttteerr pprreeppaarreedd’’??
mmooddeerraatteedd bbyy JJoohhnn KKeeddaarr,, DDiirreeccttoorr ooff IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall
EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt aanndd HHeeaadd ooff IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall PPoolliiccyy
&& EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt aatt OOrrddnnaannccee SSuurrvveeyy.. EElleennaa LLoobboo
pprreesseenntteedd oonn oouurr IIPPPP ‘‘CCoommmmoonn SSeennssiinngg’’ pprroojjeecctt ……
oonnee tthhaatt uusseess EEOO ddaattaa ttoo pprroovviiddee vviittaall iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn
oonn ddiissaasstteerr aanndd cclliimmaattee rriisskkss iinn tthhee PPaacciiffiicc rreeggiioonn
((FFiijjii,, VVaannuuaattuu aanndd SSoolloommoonn IIssllaannddss)).. TThhiiss sseessssiioonn
lleeaanneedd oonn tthhee eexxppeerriieenncceess ooff ppaanneelllliissttss ttoo
ccoonnssiiddeerr ssoommee ppaarrttiiccuullaarr aassppeeccttss ooff tthhee rreecceennttllyy--
eennddoorrsseedd UUNN--GGGGIIMMSSttrraatteeggiicc FFrraammeewwoorrkk oonn
ggeeoossppaattiiaall iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn aanndd sseerrvviicceess ffoorr ddiissaasstteerrss.

EEnnccoouurraaggiinngg ffuuttuurree iinnvvoollvveemmeenntt
UUNNWWGGIICC iiss aa pprreessttiiggiioouuss ccoonnffeerreennccee aanndd SSaatteelllliittee

Applications Catapult’s presence is important for
publicising and raising the visibility of what we do,
what we have achieved over the past five years,
and our future goals. Demonstrating a strong UK
presencewas important to the UK government,
and the Catapult’s participationwaswell received
by the international community. Furthermore,
the Catapult is aiming to greatly expand its
international presence and this event provided
a platform to extend Catapult’s reach into new
ttaarrggeett rrrrrreeggiioonnss,, ssuucchh aass CChhiinnaa aanndd AAssiiaa PPaacciiffiicc..

FFoorr mmoooooorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn oonn tthhee eevveenntt pplleeaassee
vviissiitt:: hhhhhhttttppss::////wwwwww..uunnwwggiicc22001188..oorrgg//

AA sseeccoonndd CCoonnggrreessss iinn ffoouurr yyeeaarrss’’ ttiimmee
wwiillll ccoonnttiinnuuee tthhee ttaasskk ooff pprroommoottiinngg
ccoommpprreehheennssiivvee aanndd iinncclluussiivvee
ddiiaalloogguuee wwiitthh aanndd bbeettwweeeenn
GGoovveerrnnmmmmmmeennttss aanndd aallll
ssttaakkeehhoooooollddeerrss
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