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Flying the flag
With exported goods and services 
accounting for around a third of 
Britain’s GDP, readers will be heartened 
to read elsewhere in this issue of the 
biggest yet UK Pavilion at September’s 
INTERGEO expo in Stuttgart. Hosted by 
GEOConnexion Magazine, the export-
oriented showcase has doubled in size 
year-on-year since 2013 and provides 
an affordable and prime-sited platform 
for British businesses to present 
geospatial products and services to an 
expected 16,000 visitors from more than 
90 countries. 

Those arriving at Stuttgart airport, as 
elsewhere, will doubtless have travelled 
in the hope that today’s avionics are im-
mune to malicious in-flight interference. 
And while our review in the last issue 
(and continued online in this issue) raised 
the issue of GNSS signal jamming and 
spoofing as a growing threat, air travel 
has been regarded as somewhat less 
vulnerable due to the level of redundancy 
built into airborne navigation systems. 

Worrying then, to hear that one Chris 
Roberts, a prominent hacker and founder 
of Denver-based cyber intelligence firm 
One World Labs, is currently the subject 
of an FBI probe into his own claim that, 
as a passenger, he hacked into Boeing 737 
and Airbus avionics on multiple occasions 
between 2011 and 2014. The Trojan Horse 
employed for the purpose was no more 
than a laptop and an Ethernet connec-
tion to an electronics unit for the in-flight 
entertainment system that can be found 
under certain passenger seats and which 
provides a pathway into critical onboard 
systems including navigation aids. 

According to Roberts, when inter-
viewed by Fox News, the hack is fairly 
complex but do-able. If so, will it mean 
that laptops, tablets and even smart-
phones become even more suspect 
carry-on items, with all the burdensome 
checks this might entail? 

Of course, it would help if there 
was a set of standard tests that helped 
users select the best GNSS equipment 
for an application based on its degree 
of protection against jamming, spoof-
ing and hacking. It would both act as a 
deterrent and provide reassurance to 
travellers everywhere.

Firelink extends their contract 
with Airwave
Airwave is pleased to announce that all Fire and Rescue Services in England, Wales and 
Scotland will continue to use Airwave’s secure and resilient Service until at least December 
2019. The Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) has approved a “major 
extension” of the Firelink Project Agreement for a further 36 months with a further option to 
extend for an additional 12 months until end-December 2020. Airwave’s Network and Service 
were borne out of the need for all emergency services (police, fire and ambulance) in Great 
Britain to have access to a secure and reliable communications network with unrivalled 
coverage across the length and breadth of the country. www.airwavesolutions.co.uk

AVEVA signs new multiyear agreement 
with Aker Solutions 
AVEVA has entered a multiyear agreement with Aker Solutions for AVEVA Everything3D (AVEVA 
E3D). The Norwegian oil service company has selected AVEVA E3D to be its strategic 3D tool on plant 
design, modification and maintenance projects. This agreement is a continuation of a long standing 
successful working relationship that spans more than 20 years. Richard Longdon, CEO, AVEVA said. 
“We are very proud to be continuing our long standing working relationship with Aker Solutions. 
Together we have advanced the development of our technology over many years and will continue 
to contribute to our strategic vision of a Digital Asset.” Dave Wheeldon, CTO, AVEVA added, “Using 
AVEVA software, allows companies to seamlessly integrate key business processes, improving the 
quality of deliverables against critical project schedules.” www.aveva.com

Ordnance Survey maps undergo their 
greatest innovation for over 200 years
Ordnance Survey has started to replace all 607 of its current paper map titles with a new 
design and an additional mobile download of the map that can be accessed for no extra cost. 
June 10th saw the start of the OS Explorer Outdoor Leisure (OL) paper maps hitting retailers’ 
shelves. The Outdoor Leisure maps, which cover all of Britain’s national parks and areas of 
outstanding natural beauty, will come with an iOS and Android compatible download of 
the area covered by the map. All the map data is stored locally and is available regardless of 
whether your smart device has a signal or not, making it perfect for even the remotest areas. 
www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk

Nautricity wins Cleantech Award
Nautricity, a spinout company from The University of Strathclyde, has been named Spinout 
Company of the Year at the New Energy and Cleantech Awards. The award was presented to 
Nautricity ‘s environmental policy analyst Stephanie Conesa at an awards dinner at the Park Plaza, 
in London. Cameron Johnstone, the company’s chief executive, said: “We are both delighted and 
humbled to receive this level of recognition. It complements the sterling efforts and hard work of 
Nautricity’s team in the scaling up and delivery of our technology to the market.” Felicia Jackson, 
Editor-at-Large at Cleantech Investor said: “This award salutes the university spin-out that has 
produced groundbreaking new energy or cleantech innovation and been catapulted into the world 
of business.” www.nautricity.com
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GeoPlace announce winners 
of 2015 Exemplar Awards
GeoPlace has announced the winners of the 2015 Exemplar Awards, 
which were presented at the 10th annual GeoPlace conference and 
exhibition at Edgbaston cricket ground on 19th May. The winner 
of the Exemplar Award 2015 is the London Borough of Bromley for 
its visualization and modeling tool. Using data from the National 
Street Gazetteer, the team at Bromley delivered significant savings 
and service improvements. The winner of the Local Digital Award 
was Northumberland County Council for its delivery of a streamlined 
digital solution for the public to report issues to the council. The 
Exemplar Awards recognize excellence in local authority business 
critical data creation of Address data, known as a Local Land and 
Property Gazetteer (LLPG) and Street data, known as a Local Street 
Gazetteer (LSG). www.geoplace.co.uk

Bristow Helicopters using Airbox 
PANDA to enhance UK SAR 
mission effectiveness
Airbox has confirmed that Bristow Helicopters Limited is to use Airbox 
PANDA to support its UK SAR operations and Gap SAR bases in Sumburgh 
and Stornoway. The company will provide its mission visualisation 
platform to all of Bristow Helicopter’s SAR aircraft and bases enabling 
efficient and safe flight and route planning and execution. The software 
has been designed to improve a pilot’s knowledge of their environment 
whether at the planning, operational or debrief phase of a mission. 
Among the innovations available within the PANDA package are power 
line and obstacle avoidance, advanced fuel planning and calculations to 
display areas of operation. www.airboxaero.co.uk www.bristowsar.com

QuestUAV explains How To 
Fly A Drone Safely
Flying a fixed wing drone safely is of paramount importance, not 
only for the obvious safety standpoint but a well thought out safety 
structure also ensures that each mission has the best chance of 
ending in success. The QuestUAV article fully explains the basics of 
safety and what should be considered for each flight. Automation 
is a big part of a drone’s process but this does not mean that it flies 
completely automatically and no pilot should ever rely exclusively 
on the autopilot or autonomy of the system for success. Possibly 
mechanical, electronic and human errors occur, so great care and 
practice is required to ensure safe operations both in the air and on 
the ground. http://www.questuav.com/news/how-to-fly-a-drone-
safely-fixed-wing

New electricity pylons added 
to Ordnance Survey maps
When the National Grid announced that the 
first new electricity pylon design in 90 years was 
going to be erected in Nottinghamshire, the 
OS surveying team swung into action. Pylons 
not only feature in the large scale products, 
such as OS MasterMap for the OS business and 
government customers, but also in smaller scale 
products, like the 1:25,000 scale mapping in the 
OS Explorer maps used for outdoor activities. 
In OS MasterMap Topography Layer, pylons are 
recorded as individual data features used by businesses to help make 
planning decisions, look at the impact of future buildings and much more. 
Currently pylons are shown as a standard square symbol or to scale if 
larger. www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk

ABPmer’s metocean service 
extends to Baltic Sea
ABPmer has extended its SEASTATES service to include the Baltic Sea. 
As with their SEASTATES service for other regions, the Baltic forecast 
combines meteorological data with high resolution wave models and is 
validated against local observations. In the forecast, this means that the 
models are continuously “trained” so improving the accuracy of the “raw” 
forecasts. Jamie Hernon, Metocean Business Development Manager at 
ABPmer, said: “SEASTATES is used by a range of sectors; we extended the 
service to include the Baltic due to our offshore wind clients’ increasing 
activity in the area.” ABPmer’s metocean information is used to inform a 
variety of decisions; from designing offshore structures and breakwaters 
to planning safe operational weather windows and tactical strategies for 
elite yacht racing. www.seastates.net www.abpmer.co.uk

Dotted Eyes and miso split to 
improve customer service
Dotted Eyes and miso announced they have officially split into two 
separate trading companies. The split has enabled both companies to 
clearly focus on developing product lines that are specifically tailored 
to the needs of their customers. Dotted Eyes has specialised in helping 
large blue chip organisations and NHS trusts get the most from 
their field teams. Whereas, miso has established itself as a leading 
online mapping and data provider, delivering innovative solutions 
that help organisations solve common business problems. Going 
forward, the two companies will continue to be known as their brand 
names, Dotted Eyes and miso, but each will operate under separate 
limited company names and provide each company with complete 
independence and focus. www.misoportal.com www.dottedeyes.com
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