ARCHAEOLOGY & HERITAGE

LIFE ON
THE EDGE

AT THE END OF MARCH, GEO-ARCHAEOLOGIST DR. SIMON FITCH FROM THE UNIVERSITY
OF BRADFORD EMBARKED ON A FIRST-OF-ITS KIND MISSION TO MAP ICE AGE LANDSCAPES
THAT WERE LOST TO THE OCEANS MILLENNIA AGO

Left: Dr Simon Fitch. Top right: 3D image of the coastline of Croatia with the 14,000 year-old coastline in red. Lower right: World map showing sea levels as they were
some 22,000 years ago with yellow dots to show proposed wind farm activity. Images: University of Bradford/Simon Fitch

The five-day survey of the Adriatic seabed
using state-of-the-art underwater 3D seismic
sensors, is the first in a series of UKRI-funded
Life on the Edge expeditions to be conducted
over the next five years. These will map parts
of the Adriatic and North Sea as they were
between 10,000 and 24,000 years ago.

“This is the first time anyone is going more
than 500m from the coastline in the Adriatic
to map the seabed. We know humans once
lived on the land down there because trawlers
regularly dredge up artefacts. This is about
finding out who we are as a species and where
we come from, explained Dr. Fitch.

The work will help build a more complete
picture of human history, says Dr Fitch.“If we
go back in time to the period known as the
late Palaeolithic - between 10,000 and 24,000

52

years ago - sea levels were up to 100m lower
than they are today. We know most human
populations like to live on the coastline, so
it’s likely there were settlements on what is
now the seabed. Our aim is to find evidence
of those settlements and then recover the
archaeology.”

The Life ion the Edge expeditions will
see archaeologists from Bradford joined by
collaborators from the University of Split,
the Flanders Marine institute (VLIZ) and
commercial companies working on offshore
wind farms. State-of-the-art supercomputers
installed at the University of Bradford will be
used to crunch reams of data and turn it into
readable maps, showing lost landscapes,
including rivers, hills and other features.

The Adriatic survey has already attracted

attention from overseas, with seasoned
underwater archaeologist Dr Jessica Cook Hale
travelling from the University of Georgia to join
Dr. Fitch in Split. She said, “Bradford is one of
the few places doing this type of research so
I'm thrilled to be joining the team. Carrying out
geo-archaeology on submerged landscapes is
really the only way to approach the problem
of finding out about our prehistoric ancestors.
As archaeologists, we're naturally curious, we
always want to ask ‘what came before?’

Dr. Fitch concluded, “We are at the edge of
technology, of archaeological research, and the
edge of human existence, in terms of where
people used to live. We're doing things no-one
has done before and going places no-one
has been, so whatever we find really will be a
world first”
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